
In this year of the Eucharist, I mentioned at the end of August that there would be a series 

of reflections on the Eucharist, especially in relation to the way in which we celebrate. Many 

people have noted that there is a trend in the Church these days to focus on the “tradition” of the 

celebration of the liturgy. Vatican II called the Church as a whole, to ‘aggiornamento’ (update, if 

you will) and ‘ressourcement’ (renewal or a return to the source) of our faith—not just in the 

mode of celebration of liturgy, but in being grounded more fully in the mystery of Christ 

Himself.   

There are lifetimes of reflections on that mystery, but each of us will come to our own 

understanding of our relationship with Christ and the Church.  The challenge that Vatican II lay 

before us is still largely unrealized. It is sometimes rejected because it is not very well-

understood, and because it is difficult. We must recognize that there is a constant tension, but not 

in a negative sense. We feel the tug in our souls because we constantly live in paradox—some 

spiritual writers have defined it as an ‘already, but not yet’ kind of feeling. Our celebration of 

Eucharist is always going to be both personal and corporate (read: Body of Christ); a celebration 

of a Jesus who is always imminent (present) and transcendent (mystical and united with the 

Father in heaven); it is always celebration of the Paschal Mystery—the life, death and 

resurrection of the Lord: the Christ who walks with us in our day to day journeys, the Christ who 

suffers and dies for the salvation of all, and the Christ who reigns in the joy of the Kingdom of 

heaven in resurrection. It is no wonder that there is that tendency to gravitate toward one end of 

the spectrum or the other, depending on what our current experiences in life are; however, the 

most important thing to remember for us as beloved daughters and sons of our God is that no one 

vision is ever correct—that tension must exist so that the mystery of God’s love and mercy for us 

may extend to the whole world, and not just our part within it. 

 Is it any wonder that there should be that pushing and pulling at work in our world, when 

that tension remains in each of us? So too, it is in the Church. One can point in one direction or 

another and say the truth is found ‘here’ and not ‘there,’ but we are always wrong when speaking 

of mysteries. This series of reflections is to recognize that we, as the church, are always living in 

a “both/and” world as we reflect not only on the history of the liturgy, on the customs that we 

experience in the Latin rite while acknowledging that the Church is much larger than what our 

own personal experiences are. Jesus’ intent is expressed so clearly in John’s gospel—that he 

might effect the will of the Father “that all might be One.” Eucharist is, to quote the mind of the 

Church, always the ‘source and summit of our lives,’ for He who is the alpha and omega, the 

One to whom all times and seasons belong, He is the One who is both imminent and 

transcendent, suffering and triumphant, whose judgment is revealed in mercy and whose 

sacrifice to death raises us to life. 

   


